
Over the past year, we, as youth public 
health advocates, have witnessed a global 
crisis in funding and political support for 
ending HIV. The environment for civil society 
organisations (CSOs) around the world is 
deteriorating, with anti-rights groups and 
anti-gender movements hindering efforts to 
end AIDS by 2030.

Domestic funding for HV and related 
interventions has not kept pace with 
demand, leaving many services 
struggling to survive.

Some UN Member States are criticising 
the push for CSO involvement in 
high-level meetings, with some even 
rejecting human rights as guiding 
principles for interventions.

National agencies have scaled back 
community engagement efforts, 
weakening infrastructure and ending 
institutional memory.

UN budget cuts and restructuring have 
destabilised the international system’s 
ability to hold nations accountable to 
human rights laws.
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We need evidence-based interventions 
to end AIDS by 2030. This means 
equitably scaling access to existing 
services and access innovation - such as 
telehealth, rapid testing, and new 
promising treatments. Key barriers 
preventing access to these services - like 
age barriers locking adolescents out of 
child- and adult-focused services - must 
be identified and removed. 
Youth-preferred media platforms and 
messaging must be leveraged to deliver 
HIV prevention.
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Strengthen and expand 
youth-centred sexual and 
reproductive health and rights 
(SRHR), HIV, tuberculosis (TB), 
mental health and harm 
reduction services by improving 
access to and awareness of 
innovative HIV prevention 
approaches and removing 
existing barriers to uptake.
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Member States and CSOs should 
support strategies that keep children 
and youth in schools, promote their 
social, health and economic 
empowerment, and meaningfully 
include them in policy and service 
processes. These are critical to HIV 
success – not optional add-ins.

All commitments to end AIDS 
must be evidence-based and 
address structural inequalities.1

As a key group disproportionately affected 
by HIV, we urge Member States to adopt six 
key priorities. These priorities will help 
ensure that the 2026 Political Declaration on 
HIV/AIDS builds on past successes and 
involves young people in future HIV 
initiatives.



This High-Level Meeting has the potential to 
put us back on track for a world where 
young people can thrive - free of HIV, 
stigma, and discrimination. With the right 
funding and commitments, we can reach a 
future where youth are included and 
supported to make their own future a 
reality.
What benefits us will benefit all. Because 
when youth thrive, communities thrive, and 
the progress we make together brings the 
end of AIDS within reach.

Those managing public health systems 
can only be held accountable if we have 
the right information on which services 
are working, how they’re working, and 
what’s blocking them.
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Governments and partners must 
collect and publish age, sex and 
population-disaggregated data 
and include young people in data 
monitoring.

Health education must be free from 
stigma or discrimination. Its 
effectiveness is determined by it 
representing the diverse realities of its 
audiences. Curricula can be 
co-developed and reviewed through 
meaningful youth participation.

4 Schools must universally provide 
sexuality and drug harm reduction 
education.

This means the full decriminalisation of 
HIV positive status, sex work, drug use 
and possession, and LGBTQI+ identities. 
It includes repealing policies that 
restrict adolescents’ access to SRHR, 
HIV, TB, mental health, and harm 
reduction services. It also means 
improving youth literacy around their 
rights and available services.

5 Governments must end punitive 
and discriminatory laws.

Youth should not just be seen as 
beneficiaries – we are equal partners in 
decisions about our future. Youth-led 
organisations must be funded and 
designated roles in governance 
structures. Intergenerational 
mentorship can build long-term 
leadership pipelines.

6 Youth need sustainable and 
practical funding mechanisms to 
lead effective HIV responses.
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Read the full statement here

https://www.yplusglobal.org/resources-joint-youth-statement-political-declaration-hlm-hiv-aids-2026

